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of God, the Truth of God, and the ultimate Plan of God. God’s work is the 


I: IMPORTANT to get back to my Father’s business of the living Word 
MOST IMPORTANT work on earth! 


Before I left on vacation the subject of the resurrections came up. The TWO 
RESURRECTIONS which are taught by our Lord Jesus Christ, and was 
taught by His prophets and apostles. 


TODAY Minister Guy LaMar reminded us brethren that there is a grave need 
for stronger leadership in Christ’s Church! There are too many splinter 
groups of God’s Church which are catering to liberalism. Their leadership 
does not boldly spread the living word of God with strength! (cf. Psalm 138:3; 
Acts 28:31). Instead, as this world’s churches have been doing — they cater to 
the spoiled. Wanting instead to keep the people entertained. The greater 
majority of these splinter groups are gravely divided now into literally 
hundreds of sects and even denominations — with most wildly interpreting 
their own ideas. Including their own interpretations about life, death, and 
the resurrections. Some claiming one, some two, and some three 
resurrections. 


Yet, why are there so many different ideas regarding the resurrections!? And 
why should there be such a state of confusion regarding just what the reward 
of the saved truly is going to be!? 


Well, it goes back to what Mr. LaMar states in his commentary: 


“Tt begins at the top — with church leadership. ... One group... the 
church “head honcho” just loves to brag himself up as an 
important figure to where he is the “main” guy among this 
world’s population! ... Another group that has literally wrapped 
everything around Right-Wing political views! And they actually 
believe they are God’s Church!” 


At Church services it is to be all about our Heavenly Father and Lord Jesus 
Christ! The Worship and glory of THEM! All about Their living Word, Truth, 
and Plan for the redemption of — not just our collective brethren, but the plan 
of salvation for the whole world! NOT ABOUT POLITICS or any SELF- 
AGENDA! 
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The teaching of JESUS CHRIST and the RESURRECTIONS is of the 
UPMOST IMPORTANCE! 


“[P]Jreaching the kingdom of God and teaching things which 
concern the Lord Jesus Christ WITH ALL CONFIDENCE [and 
BOLDNESS, I might inject], no one forbidding him.” — Acts 28:31. 


In this article I would like to help clear away the misunderstandings, the 
misinterpretations, the cobwebs of confusion and look to the living Word of 
God — the Holy Bible — and see just what our Lord JESUS CHRIST says 
concerning mankind’s ultimate destiny — and how mankind is to attain that 
glorious and merciful goal. 


I’m certain that the greater majority reading this was taught from childhood, 
by church leaders, by teachers, even by parents, that you were born with 
immortality. And that every believer in Jesus Christ was bound for Heaven 
after death. Most, to this very day, still believe this. As I have stated before, 
Facebook (as well as MeWe) is replete with people posting that their dead 
loved one is now “looking down” at them from Heaven! 


And, concurrent with this idea that you are “immortal” —you even have a 


superhero (whose name is Kal-El; meaning “voice of God”) who is portrayed, 
in every respect, as an immortal — the majority having wildly varying ideas 
concerning the resurrection of the dead. In fact, an article by a Ph.D. Student 
in Religious Studies, Jason Oliver Evans writes, the pastor and politician 
(which is like trying to mix water with oil) Raphael Warnock, tweeted, “The 
meaning of Easter is more transcendent [higher] than the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.” His article went on to say, “IT'wo major approaches emerged: 
[of the resurrection of Jesus Christ] the “liberal” view and the “conservative” 
or “traditional” view. ... [it] emerged in the wake of theological modernism, 
a European and North American movement dating back to the mid-19th 
century that sought to reinterpret Christianity to accommodate the 
emergence of modern science, history and ethics. Also known as liberal 
theology, ...” 1 


1 Evans, J. O., How Baptists Hold Differing Views on the resurrection of Christ and why this matters, 15, Jan. 2022. 
Retrieved 14 July 2022. 
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And again, as Mr. LaMar speaks of — liberalism has been finding its way into 
the splinter groups of the Church of God. 


The idea has been emerging within this world’s churches — if I am immortal, 
then why would I need to be resurrected!? And then there are those, like 
Southern Baptists (as an example), who believe that “all of the dead will be 
raised at the end of time. Jesus will return in his resurrected body to the 
earth, and then the dead will be raised. This resurrection will be followed by 
a judgement. According to Southern Baptists, the unrighteous (presumably 
non-believers) will be sent to hell in their resurrected bodies and punished 
forever. The righteous will receive their reward and spend eternity in Heaven 
with God in their resurrected bodies.” 2 Like the majority of this world’s 
churches, the Southern Baptists theology allows for significant diversity in 
many areas of belief. 


And as I have been stating now for some eleven years, these worldly churches 
should be held accountable for some of their children and teenagers’ 
suicides! The greater majority of them, like what was so firmly fixed in the 
very mind of Benjamin Franklin, also teach, “Fear not Death; for the sooner 
we die, the longer shall we be immortal!” 3 


Brethren, a lot of contradictory ideas regarding what happens after death has 
spread throughout this world like a cancer cell! There is so much grave 
confusion regarding the teachings of JESUS CHRIST and _ the 
RESURRECTIONS! And — 


“God is not the author of confusion ...” — 1 Corinthians 14:33. 


Where did these unscriptural and utterly confusing ideas regarding what 
happens after death, of what man is, and man’s ultimate destiny truly 
originate from!? 


? Allen, R., Southern Baptist Resurrection Beliefs, 29 Sept. 2017, Retrieved 14 July 2022. 
3 The Masonic Collection, Benjamin Franklin’s Take on Immortality, Posted on 29.05.2015 | Updated on 
01.06.2015; Retrieved 14 July 2022. 
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Judgment scene from the Egyptian Book of the Dead. 


When I first began studying God’s living Word diligently back in 1981, I 
discovered that His Word — the Holy Bible — does not contradict itself. 
Rather, I found the same consistent teaching regarding what is man, and 
what his destiny is to be — in both the Old and New Testaments. 


In 2009, just before I was blessed by the LORD our God with severe physical 
weakness (cf. 2 Corinthians 12:8-9), a very good friend was going to 
accompany me to Cairo, Egypt. But then the Arab Spring began in late 2010, 
and we decided that it would be too dangerous to travel there. From our 
history of 1922, we learn that Howard Carter discovered the intact tomb of 
the 18th Dynasty Pharaoh Tutankhamun. We know that a great many of the 
Egyptian Pharaohs were buried in the Valley of the Kings — which lies on the 
Nile's west bank near Luxor — and their walls depict a “rising up” to life after 
death. 


But where and from whom did the ancient Egyptians, saturated in paganism, 
and cut off from the living truth of the Eternal God, know about a “rising up” 
— aresurrection!? 


Well, we must remember that our great patriarch Noah knew about the 
resurrection. And so did his sons Shem, Ham, and Japheth — and the ancient 
Egyptians are descendants of Mizraim, a son of Ham (Genesis 10:6). So, the 
ancient Egyptians were not ignorant of this truth. 
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In his book The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, historian Edward 
Gibbon wrote concerning the development of the idea of the immortality of 
the soul — 


“The writings of Cicero represent, in the most lively colours, the 
ignorance, the errors, and the uncertainty of the ancient 
philosophers, with regard to the immortality of the soul. ... Yet 
there were a few sages of Greece and Rome who had conceived a 
more exalted, and, in some respects, a juster idea of human 
nature; though it must be confessed that, in the sublime inquiry, 
THEIR REASON HAD BEEN OFTEN GUIDED BY 
THEIR IMAGINATION, and that their imagination had been 
prompted by their vanity. ... From these spacious and noble 
principles, the philosophers who trod in the footsteps of Plato 
deduced a very unjustifiable conclusion, since they asserted, not 
only the future immortality, but the past eternity of the human 
soul, which they were too apt to consider as a portion of the 
infinite and self-existing [S]pirit which pervades and sustains the 
universe.” 4 


Also, in that same volume Mr. Gibbon states that the belief in an immortal 
soul came to be looked upon as “truth.” 


“ .. immortality of the soul was inculcated with more diligence as 
well as success in India, in Assyria, in Egypt, and in Gaul; ... We 
might naturally expect that a principle, so essential to religion, 
would have been revealed in the clearest terms to the chosen 
people of Palestine, and that it might safely have been entrusted 
to the hereditary priesthood of Aaron. It is incumbent on us to 
adore the mysterious dispensation of Providence, WHEN WE 
DISCOVER THAT THE DOCTRINE OF THE 
IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL IS OMITTED IN THE 
LAW OF MOSES, ...” 5 


“To the authority of scripture the Pharisees ADDED THAT OF 
TRADITION, and they accepted, under the name of 


4 Gibbon, E., The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Vol. |, 1995 Modern Library Edition. Pgs. 360-361. (boldness 
added for emphasis) 
5 Ibid., Gibbon, pg. 362. (boldness added for emphasis) 
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TRADITIONS, several speculative tenets from the philosophy 
or religion of eastern nations. ... and, as the Pharisees, by the 
austerity of their manners, had drawn into their party the body 
of the Jewish people, THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL 
became the prevailing sentiment of the synagogue, under the 
reign of the Asmonzan princes and pontiffs.” © 


However, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, by teaching and by His example 
to us, never gave credence to the dangerous doctrine of the immortality of 
the soul. He, in no uncertain terms, told the scribes and Pharisees, “’ You 
have made the Commandment of God of no effect BY YOUR TRADITION. 
Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: ‘These people draw 
near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart 
is far from Me. And in vain they worship Me, Teaching AS DOCTRINES the 
commandments of men.” — Matthew 15:6, 7-9. 


The Sadducees and other ancient peoples DID NOT believe in a resurrection. 
They believed that man has an immortal soul, and when the man dies this 
soul went off to an afterlife. It was this addition of tradition in the idea of an 
immortal soul which influenced a great number of Jewish people, as well as 
the majority of professing Christians. 


This doctrine, this idea, that man has an immortal soul DID NOT come from 
Almighty God or His living Word! It came directly from Satan the devil! For 
proof of this, let’s look into the Book of Genesis and see just what the very 
first lie was — 


“Then the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not surely die.’”” — Genesis 
3:4. In essence he is telling the woman, “You are immortal.’ 


What is a Soul!? 


Briefly, what does God’s living immutable word teach about man!? And I say 
briefly because we have taught on this extensively in such booklets and 
articles such as “The Confusion About Death!”, “Do Animals Have A Spirit?”, 
as well as “Letter to our Friends — July 2, 2021”. What happens to a man at 
death!? The majority of people say that you cannot know. But, God’s living 


word reveals this truth to us. 


5 Ibid., Gibbon, pg. 362, 363. (boldness added for emphasis). 
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“And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man BECAME a living being [soul].” 
— Genesis 2:7, NKJV. 


Man was created as a “living soul” — in Hebrew, nephesh hayyah. But, God’s 
word does not say that man was created as an immortal soul. Rather, His 
word goes on to reveal to us that man is mortal — and that man would “die.” 


“ but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in 
the day that you eat of it you shall die.” — Genesis 2:17. Meaning, the process 
of death. This same Hebrew phrase (nephesh hayyah) is also used 
throughout Scripture to refer to animals which God has created (cf. Genesis 
1:30). Therefore all animals are also a “living soul.” 


Can a soul die!? Yes — 


“ Behold, all souls are Mine; The soul of the father As well as the soul of the 
son is Mine; The soul who sins shall die.” — Ezekiel 18:4, 20. 


Throughout God’s word He speaks of souls being killed, of them dying and 
perishing. 


Let us notice what our Lord Jesus Christ says in regards to the soul (in Greek, 
psuche) — 


(Tt?) 


Do not be afraid of those who kill the body, but do not have power to 
destroy the life [soul]; rather, fear Him Who has the power to destroy both 
life [soul] and body in Gehenna [meaning, the lake of fire].” — Matthew 
10:28, NET. 


(iT?) 


The prophet Job, quoting his friend Eliphaz, a Yemenite Jew, wrote, “’ Cana 
mortal be more righteous than God? Can a man be more pure than his 
Maker?” — Job 4:17. In the Book of Deuteronomy, God tells us that it is 
possible that one can “strike [his neighbor] mortally, so that he DIES” — 
Deuteronomy 19:11. So, mortal simply means “that which can die.” 


The apostle Paul explains to us that in the resurrection “this corruptible 
[mortal] must put on incorruption [immortality], ...” — 1 Corinthians 15:53, 


54. 
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In 2 Corinthians he writes, “For we who live are always delivered to death for 
Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in OUR MORTAL 
FLESH.” — 2 Corinthians 4:11. 


And, by the very inspiration of God’s living Spirit, the apostle Paul writes a 
promise of the Eternal our God, “Eternal life to those who by patient 
continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and immortality.” — 
Romans 2:7. 


Now, did you catch that!? A man must seek God’s free gift of immortality! 
Why!? 
Because it is only God Who has immortality to give. 


“Which He will manifest in His own time, He Who is the blessed and ONLY 
POTENTATE, the King of kings and Lord of lords [referring to our Lord 
Jesus Christ], 16) who ALONE has immortality.” — 1 Timothy 6:15-16. 


PRAISE ALMIGHTY GOD THE FATHER! 


“Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God WHO ALONE is wise, 
be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.” — 1 Timothy 1:17. 


Are You Conscious After Death? 


Have you allowed your mind to accept and to explore — to freely bring into 
your mind the teachings and precepts of the New Covenant!? Because if you 
live under the tenets of the Old Covenant you will die — even if you're perfect. 
There was no offer of salvation under that system. But if you live under the 
tenets of the New Covenant you have access to forgiveness, to teachings, 
knowledge, truth, to Jesus Christ, to the glorious kingdom of God — to 
immortality and eternal life! God’s GRACE, His free gift of eternal life “has 
now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, Who has 
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel.” — 2 Timothy 1:10. 


So then, since man is mortal, not immortal, what happens to him at death!? 
Does he have consciousness!? Does his “immortal soul” waft off to Heaven, 
to Hell, to a Purgatory, to a place where he is conscious!? Or does man go to 
a grave to “sleep” until the time of the resurrection!? 
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King David was inspired to write, “His breath [man’s] goes forth; he 
RETURNS TO THE EARTH; in that very day his thoughts perish” — Psalm 
146:4, NET. 


God here reveals to mankind that we cease to think at the time of death. 


You MUST believe God! 


King Solomon also reveals to us that “there is no work, nor plan, nor 
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave WHERE YOU GO.” — Ecclesiastes 9:10, 
NET. 


Friends, this is a CLEAR teaching from the LORD our God within His living 
word — from the Book of Genesis to Revelation! In death, man is “asleep” 
awaiting the resurrection. There is absolutely no mental or physical activity 
in the grave. 


“For in death there is no remembrance of You; In the grave who will give You 
thanks?” — Psalm 6:5. 


“The dead do not praise the LORD, Nor any who go down into silence.” — 
Psalm 115:17. 


There are several resurrections recorded for us in God’s living word. 


When I had attended my wife’s grandmother’s funeral in Venice, Florida 
back in 2011 which had a Baptist background — not only did the attending 
minister announce that she is “looking down” at us from Heaven while we’re 
at her funeral, but also said that when Christ resurrected Lazarus, he actually 
didn’t want to come back down here — “he was already gone to the feet of the 
Lord” — but Christ forced him back down to the earth! I sat there and thought 
of how illogical that statement really was. Why would Jesus Christ — if He 
knew and believed that everyone goes to Heaven — use Lazarus as an example 
of dragging someone back to this earth as evidence to ‘prove’ who He was!? 
Well, our Lord Jesus knew that His friend Lazarus was going to die! 


Lazarus had been dead in his tomb four days! — cf. John 11:17. But, he was 
raised from the dead by our Lord Jesus Christ! Jesus saying, “’ Our friend 
Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I may wake him up.” Lazarus had no knowledge 
of the passage of time, no consciousness during that four day period. He was 
in a deep sleep. In a state of unconsciousness. 


Don’t forget to support, like, and Subscribe our channel UGETube! 11|Page 


The Two Resurrections 


What is man’s hope!? 
Does science have the answer!? 


Well, according to many scientists - near-death experiences are the result of 
physical changes in the brain, like the lack of oxygen, that takes place when 
the brain is stressed or dying. 7 


Only the LORD our God can reveal to us the TRUTH; and He has made 
known this TRUTH in His living word. 


A Concept of a Resurrection Is Taught In the Old Testament 


In the Book of Psalm, King David writes concerning a_concept of a 
resurrection — 


“Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; MY FLESH WILL ALSO 
REST IN HOPE. 10) For You will NOT LEAVE MY SOUL [life] in sheol 
[meaning, grave], Nor will You allow Your Holy One [here speaking of the 
coming Messiah] to see corruption.” — Psalm 16:9-10. 


Ancient Israel did not have a well-developed understanding of a resurrection 
of the dead. 


The apostle Peter certainly had a more spiritual understanding of what King 
David wrote, “Men and brethren, let me speak to you freely concerning the 
patriarch David, that he Is BOTH DEAD AND BURIED, and his tomb is with 
us to this day. .... He foresaw this and spoke concerning THE 
RESURRECTION OF CHRIST, that His soul [life] was not left in the grave, 
nor did His flesh see corruption [decay].” — Acts 2:20, 31, NET. 


Minister Michael C. Garrett mentions this fact — 


“The Jewish people did not believe in an afterlife. Except the 
Pharisees had some vague notion of a resurrection. The 
Sadducees believed in no resurrection. You go back and read 
some of the pieces on the computer about the ancient Hebrew 
beliefs, and this great afterlife idea was a vague concept. They 
weren't clued into the afterlife, because they never were clued 
into Jesus Christ! And if you don’t understand Jesus Christ, you 


7 Gordon, S., An Inside Look at Near-Death Experiences, Verywellmind, July 24, 2019. Retrieved 17 July 2022. 
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don’t understand eternal life. Or, how to get there, or what it’s all 
about. These ideas of immortality of the soul, “going to Heaven,” 
“going to Hell,” they simply did not exist in that culture. There 
was no need for Jesus to talk about them — back then — because 
nobody of His day believed them or even remotely curious about 
them!” 


(Garrett, M., The Confusion About Death! PDF online booklet, 
2019, pg. 35). 


Yet, in God’s living word — King David certainly believed in a coming 
resurrection of the Messiah, and had a vague concept that he himself would 
not be left in his grave. 


Now, many people have a problem with these verses! Of course this is 
contradictory to what most people have been taught about when they die, or 
when they supposedly “go to Heaven.” King David wrote, “Like sheep they 
are laid in the grave; Death shall feed on them” — Psalm 49:14. 


This concept was so strong 
that prophet Job became 
one of the first to speak 
about a resurrection of a 
holy body. He reveals to us 
his faith in a coming 
resurrection in his 
hypophora question, “ Ifa 
man dies, shall he live 
again? All the days of my 
hard service I will wait, Till 


Job and His Friends by Ilva Repin (1869) 
14:14. 


And, in the previous verse, “’ Oh, that You would hide me in the grave, That 
You would conceal me until Your wrath [of course speaking here of the great 
and terrible Day of the LORD] is past, That You would appoint me a set time, 
and remember me!” “You shall call, and I will answer You.” — vs. 15. 


Indeed, prophet Job knew there was coming a time when the LORD our 
Creator would call him from the grave and clothe him with eternal life — 
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(iT?) 


For I know that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last on the earth; 
26) And after my skin is destroyed, this I know, That in my flesh [the Hebrew 
meaning, without or apart from my flesh] I shall see God.” — Job 19:25-26. 


Job was so confident in his faith that God’s justice would triumph, even if it 
would take a miracle like a resurrection to accomplish it. 


The prophet Isaiah also was inspired by God’s Spirit to speak of a 
resurrection at the sounding of the SEVENTH TRUMPET BLAST - 


“Your dead shall live; Together with my dead body they shall arise. Awake 
and sing, you who dwell IN DUST; For your dew is like the dew of herbs, And 
the earth shall cast out the dead.” — Isaiah 26:19. 


Do You Understand Ezekiel 37? 


The prophet Ezekiel was also inspired by the Spirit of the Eternal One to 
write about what came to be known as the “Great White Throne Judgment” 
— cf. Revelation 20:12-15. 


Again, Minister Michael C. Garrett — 


“Ezekiel 37 — a chapter that is so difficult for mainstream people 
to understand — that all they can really do is make a song out of 
it. Remember the song “Dem Bones Dem Bones Dem Dry 
Bones”? Well, it’s so much more IMPORTANT than just being a 
song! It’s the truth of God — it’s the future! I love this passage. 


“The hand of the LORD came upon me and brought me out in the 
Spirit of the LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley; 
and it was full of bones. 2) Then He caused me to pass by them 
all around, and behold, there were very many in the open valley; 
and indeed they were very dry. 3) And He said to me, ...” — and 
I’m sure you've noticed this before, but folks, this is FANTASTIC 
— this thought process here. It appears to me beyond any doubt 
that there will be at the resurrection of these dead people a DUAL 
PARTICIPATION. We - who will be members of the Family of 
God; for a long time at this point — are going to be given the 
opportunity to participate in the resurrection of our family 
members and our friends. Has Hollywood ever thought of a plot 
like that!? This is a plan so wonderful, so high, that the mental 
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small people of Hollywood can’t even grasp this! But this is the 
Plan of God — and this is what He is offering to you and to me! 
An opportunity to participate in bringing back to life some of the 
very people who gave us life! A perfect circle. “...’ Son of man, can 
these bones live?’ So I answered, ‘O Lord GOD, You know.’ 4) 
Again He said to me, ‘Prophesy [speak] to these bones, and say 
to them, ‘O dry bones, hear the Word of the LORD! 5) Thus says 
the Lord GOD to these bones: ‘Surely I will cause breath to enter 
into you, and you shall live. 6) I will put sinews on you and bring 
flesh upon you, cover you with skin and put breath in you; and 
you shall live. Then you shall know that I AM the LORD.’ 7) So I 
[spoke] as I was commanded; and as I [spoke], there was a noise, 
and suddenly a rattling; and the bones came together, bone to 
bone.” — forming perfect skeletons. Verse 8 — “Indeed, as I 
looked, the sinews and the flesh came upon them, and the skin 
covered them, ...” — with all of the organs, everything in place. 
“_..but there was no breath in them.” — they were nowjust corpses 
— as it were. And then the Lord GOD said to Ezekiel in this vision 
— verse 9 — “... [Speak] to the breath, [speak], son of man, and 
say to the breath, “Thus says the Lord GOD: ‘Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.’ 
10) So I [spoke] as He commanded me, and breath came into 
them, and they lived, and stood upon their feet, an exceedingly 
great [company of people].” — millions upon millions — billions 
of people! Verse 11 — “Then He said to me, ‘Son of man, these 
bones are the WHOLE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. ...” — remember 
what Paul said, ‘all Israel will be saved.’ God fell in love with 
Israel millennia ago, and He has NEVER lost that love! And 
someday He is going to fulfill all of His promises! And these are 
people some of which we’re gonna know!” 


(Garrett, M.C. “The Apple Of God's Eye” 2019). 
Did you notice verse 12!? 


“ ... Behold, O My people, I will open your graves and cause you to come up 
from your graves, ...’”” 
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Again, PRAISE ALMIGHTY GOD THE FATHER AND OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST! 


The prophet Daniel, too, was inspired by the Spirit of our Mighty God to 
speak of a coming resurrection when “many of those who sleep in the dust of 
the earth SHALL AWAKE, Some to everlasting life, Some to shame and 
everlasting contempt.” — Daniel 12:2. Speaking here of TWO SEPARATE 
RESURRECTIONS. I will speak of this again later. 


The prophet Hosea speaks of a resurrection — 


(T%) 


I [the LORD our God] will ransom them from the power of the grave 
[Hebrew, sheol]; I will redeem them from death. O Death, I will be your 
plagues [where is your punishment?]! O Grave, I will be your destruction 
[where is your sting? ]! ...” — Hosea 13:14. 


Our great patriarch Abraham knew that the LORD our God had promised the 
Holy Land to him and his descendants as an everlasting possession. But, the 
only way he could receive the fulfillment of this promise was by a 
resurrection from the dead. 


“for he waited for the City which has foundations whose Builder and Maker 
is God.” 


Abraham knew — the same as Job knew — that he would be raised from his 
grave and would someday dwell with God and with other glorified servants 
in the City which will be called New Jerusalem —- ON THE EARTH! 


Sadly, a large majority of our peoples in this world fail to properly 
understand that even prophet Moses knew (even if it wasn’t completely clear 
to him) and prophesied of the Saints being resurrected at the second coming 
of Jesus Christ! - 


6691 


The LORD came from Sinai, And dawned on them from Seir; He shone 
forth from Mount Paran, And He came with ten thousands of saints; From 
His right hand Came a fiery Law for them. 3) Yes, He loves the people; All 
His saints are in Your hand; They sit down at Your feet; Everyone receives 
Your words.” — Deuteronomy 33:2-3. 


The prophet Moses did not come with “ten thousands of saints” at the time 
when the LORD God gave the children of Israel the Ten Commandments at 
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Mount Sinai. Recall, only Joshua and Caleb were allowed to enter the 
Promised Land. The vast majority of the children of Israel were carnal, 
faithless, stiff-necked and rebellious. They were anything but saints. 


Truly, this prophecy refers to the time of the glorious and powerful second 
coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ — as apostle Jude prophesied — 
“Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, 
saying, ‘Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, 15) to 
execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all 
their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of 
all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.” — 
Jude 1:14-15. 


The Encyclopedia Britannica, in its comment on Daniel xii, 2 writes — 


“Perhaps the earliest undisputed passage speaking of individual 
resurrection is the celebrated verse, Dan. vii, 2 ... It should be 
noted that it is not the immortality of the soul that is spoken of 
but the resurrection of the dead, who have remained dead (‘sleep 
in the dust’) until the end-time (when ‘your people shall be 
delivered’). This remains the hope and expectation normative in 
Judaism and Christianity.” 8 


You can search God’s living word until you are blue in the face and not find 
any other doctrine! 


8 Encyclopaedia Britannica, “Eschatology” Volume VIII, 1968, pg. 696. 
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The First Resurrection 


In the article “Do you understand Ezekiel 37?” I listed several inaccurate 
doctrines from some of the more powerful and popular denominations 
around this world as to their view of the hope of a Christian. 


But, what is the REAL hope of a true Christian!? Will we just lounge around 
for all eternity in idleness on a floating cloud playing a harp!? Or will a true 
Christian, resurrected, spend eternity ”y 


(Te) 


like the angels” in happy, productive 
activity, faithfully serving our Creator God!? 


As the aforementioned list shows, the majority of professing Christians have 
a rather foggy understanding of what a future in the glorious kingdom of God 
will actually be like. They know very little about just what God’s living word 
actually says concerning the “resurrection of the dead” — yet this is listed by 
the apostle Paul as one of the “elementary principles of Christ” — Hebrews 
6:2. 


But, as I stated earlier, God reveals His TRUTH to us regarding what it will 
be like in the next life! 


The prophet Isaiah wrote — 


“For since THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD Men have not heard nor 
perceived by the ear, Nor has the eye seen any God besides You, WHO ACTS 
FOR THE ONE WHO WAITS FOR HIM.” — Isaiah 64:4. 


Our beloved apostle Paul explains to us that we can comprehend just what 
God has prepared for “those who love Him” — 


“But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which 
God ordained before the ages for our glory, 8) which NONE OF THE 
RULERS OF THIS AGE KNEW; for had they known, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory. ... 10) But God has revealed them to us 
THROUGH HIS SPIRIT. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep 
things of God.” — 1 Corinthians 2:7-8, 10. 


Many Scriptures within God’s living word speaks of this “mystery” — Romans 
16:25; Ephesians 3:3, 5, 9; Revelation 10:7. 
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Sadly, the evil one — Satan the devil — has deceived “the whole world” 
(Revelation 12:9) in regards to this MOST IMPORTANT “elementary 
principle of Christ”! Truly we find that the whole world “progressed from a 
belief in magic [and I might add, darkness, ignorance, and superstitions] as 
a means of controlling his environment to religious beliefs, which 
propitiated” their gods, goddesses, and spirits. 9 


It is imperative that true Christians go DIRECTLY to JESUS CHRIST to learn 
the REAL, unadulterated TRUTH OF GOD! 


A common belief is expressed in the 2001 edition of The World Encyclopedia 
regarding a “resurrection” — 


“Rising of the dead to new life, either in heaven or on Earth. 
JUDAISM, CHRISTIANITY, and ISLAM all hold that at the end 
of the world there will come a Day of Judgment on which those 
worthy of eternal joy will be allowed to draw near to God, while 
those unworthy will be cast out into darkness.” 1° 


The larger majority of our peoples believe that at death their “soul” goes 
immediately to Heaven, Purgatory, Limbo, or Hell. But, a logical question 
can be asked: if the righteous are already in “eternal joy” in heaven, is it 
logical to believe that the “soul” would make a return trip to Earth to be 
reunited with its “body”!? 


For an in-depth look into the false doctrines of Heaven, Hell, and Purgatory, 
be sure to watch our sermons: “Is There A Hell?”, “A Real Hellfire!”, and “Is 


There A ‘Secret Rapture’?” 


Again, the prophet Daniel shows us that there is more than just one 
resurrection. 


“And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting life [a first resurrection], and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt [a second resurrection].” — Daniel 12:2. 


° Frazer, J.G., The Illustrated Golden Bough A Study In Magic And Religion, Simon & Schuster Editions New York, NY, 
Original Edition © 1950, pg. 6. 
10 The World Encyclopedia, “Resurrection”, Oxford University Press, New York, NY., 2001, pg. 566. 
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This verse nowhere says that those resurrected “to everlasting life” and those 
resurrected to “shame and everlasting contempt” will both be resurrected at 
the same time — within the same resurrection. Many mistakenly assume this! 


Our Lord Jesus Christ says — 


(12) 


Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the 
graves will hear His voice 29) and come forth — those who have done good, 
to THE RESURRECTION OF LIFE, and those who have done evil, to THE 
RESURRECTION OF [JUDGMENT].” — John 5:28-29. 


So note that our Lord and Savior did not say that those who had done “good” 
would be resurrected at the exact same time as those who had done “evil.” 


The apostle Paul was highly persecuted and judged “concerning the 
resurrection of the dead.” He writes — 


“T have hope in God, which they themselves also accept [certainly him 
pointing to the Pharisees], that THERE WILL BE A RESURRECTION OF 
THE DEAD, both of the just and the unjust” — Acts 24:15. 


Again note that the apostle Paul did not say that the “just” would be 
resurrected at the exact same time as those who are the “unjust.” 


In fact, the beloved apostle Paul — through the living Spirit of God — wrote 
extensively regarding the resurrections! 


“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 23) BUT 
EACH ONE IN HIS OWN ORDER: Christ the firstfruits [Our Lord Jesus 
Christ HIMSELF], AFTERWARD those who are Christ’s at His second 
coming [a first resurrection of the dead — in Christ]. 24) Then comes THE 
END, ...” — 1 Corinthians 15:22-24. 


What does the apostle Paul mean by “the end”!? 
We can find the answer in the Book of Revelation, chapter 20 — 


The apostle Paul is referring to the end of the Millennial rule of Jesus Christ 
and His saints on this Earth. So, it will not be until after the THOUSAND 
YEAR REIGN OF CHRIST is over that the second resurrection, which we call 
“the Great White Throne Judgment” occurs — Revelation 20:7-15. 
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A Promise of our Creator’s 


Is there a guarantee from our living God that we will be resurrected when 
our Lord Jesus Christ returns to Earth!? How can you make certain that you 
will be in the first resurrection to eternal life!? 


His living word says — 

“ ... those who are Christ’s at His coming.” — 1 Corinthians 15:23. 

But, who are “Christ’s”!? 

His living word says — 

“ ... Nowif anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.” — Romans 
8:9. 


Only His begotten children who are truly filled and led by the Spirit of God 
will be in the first resurrection. “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
THESE ARE [CHILDREN] OF GOD.” — vs. 14. 


God continues to make His living word clear — 


“Now if the Spirit of Him Who raised Jesus from the dead is dwelling within 
you, He Who raised Christ from the dead will also quicken your mortal bodies 
because of His Spirit that dwells within you.” — vs. 11, NET. 


PRAISE THE ETERNAL OUR GOD! 


If we have the indwelling of God’s Spirit in us when we die, then “in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the LAST TRUMPET” we will be resurrected through 
the power of that same Spirit which dwells within us — at the second coming 
of Jesus Christ! 


(Te) 


Remember, our Lord Jesus says, 
must be born again.” — John 3:7. 


Do not marvel that I said to you, “You 


For an in-depth look into just what Jesus means by ‘born again’ be sure to 
read our article “What do you mean... ‘Born Again’?” 


His living word says — 


“For the earnest expectation of the creation [the entirety of His universe] 
eagerly waits for the revealing of the [children] of God” — Romans 8:19. 
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O’ — this is the hope of a true Christian! Earnestly longing for the time when 
we will be ‘born’ into the glorious and righteous family of God — as born 
children of God. 


“Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit [see Galatians 
5:22], even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the 
[sonship], the redemption of our body.” — Romans 8:23. 


What did the apostle Paul mean, “the redemption of our body”!? 
He explains in the Book of Philippians — 


“But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8) Yet 
indeed I also COUNT ALL THINGS LOSS FOR THE EXCELLENCE OF THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST JESUS MY LORD, for whom I have suffered the 
loss of things, and count them as [dung] THAT I MAY GAIN CHRIST.” — 
Philippians 3:7-8. 


We gave up EVERYTHING in order to serve our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
became willing to suffer “the loss of things.” 
Why!? 


“That I may know Him AND THE POWER OF HIS RESURRECTION, ... 11) 
if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.” — vss. 10- 
11. 


He goes on to explain to us that “our citizenship [that’s how it should be 
rendered] is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” — vs. 20. 


So, this “redemption of our body” — this change from corruptible [mortal] to 
incorruptible [immortal] — to a wholly spiritual body — is the hope of all true 
Christians. 
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The Second Resurrection 


As Sir Winston Churchill stated, “I will say that he must indeed have a blind 


soul who cannot see that some great purpose and design is being worked out 
here below of which we have the honor to be the faithful servants.” 


Our great and awesome CREATOR GOD has a Masterful Plan being worked 
out here on Earth! 


All mankind — whether they realize it or accept it - MUST rely on God as 
their hope in an afterlife! 


There is more than one resurrection. There is an order whereby different 
people are to be resurrected at different times. 


As we read, “Each one in his own order ...” 


True faithful Christians will be raised to eternal life, resurrected to 
immortality at the SEVENTH TRUMP! — 


“And as we have borne the image of the man of dust [Adam], we shall also 
bear the image of the heavenly Man [the Second Adam, Christ Jesus]. 
50)Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood CANNOT inherit the 
kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51) Behold, I tell 
you a mystery: We shall not all sleep [die], but we shall all be changed — 52) 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye [within a split second], AT THE LAST 
TRUMPET. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead [the dead in Christ] 
will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53) For this corruptible 
MUST put on incorruption, and this mortal MUST put on immortality.” - 1 
Corinthians 15:49-53; see also 1 Thessalonians 4:14-17. 


“The resurrection of the unjust.” 


What about all the people who are not resurrected at the LAST TRUMP!? 
Will they remain dead forever!? Will they be resurrected merely to be flung 
into the “lake of fire”!? What about all the unconverted, unsaved, most vile 
and wicked, who do not understand God’s living word, or have never heard 
of the name Jesus Christ!? 
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The apostle John — under the inspiration of God’s Spirit — gives us the answer 
to these questions — 


“(But the rest of the dead did not live again UNTIL THE THOUSAND YEARS 
WERE COMPLETED.) This is the first resurrection.” — Revelation 20:5, NET. 


The first part of this verse is an afterthought and should be in parentheses. 
“This is the first resurrection” refers back to those in verse 4 who are raised 
to immortality at the LAST TRUMP - the second coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


Again, are the unjust merely to be resurrected to be flung into the “lake of 
fire”!? Just what did our Lord Jesus mean when He said, “ ... ‘and those who 
have done evil, to the resurrection of [judgment].””!? 


Also, who are the unjust!? Are those who died in sin really accountable for 
their actions in their ignorance!? Have they ever had a real chance for 
salvation! ? 


Well, people who do not really know and understand God’s living word and 
who have never been converted — and, friends, we’re speaking of a massive 
group of people — practically everyone who has ever lived — who never knew 
the TRUTH OF GOD. Or rather, never had enough knowledge or 
understanding to be responsible. All these people, after living their life and 
dying — at this time of the conclusion of the Millennial reign of Christ — are 
brought back to life. As human beings. 


Truly, could countless billions of atheists, Gnostics, Hindus, Druzists, 
Confucianists, Islamists, Jainists, etc. who have NOT KNOWN JESUS 
CHRIST — in whom there “is no other name under heaven given among men 
by which we must be saved” — Acts 4:12 — be held guilty or accountable to 
God in their ignorance!? 


Our Lord Jesus says — 


“ To you [the one God the Father has called out of this world] it has been 
given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God; but to those who are 
outside, ALL THINGS COME IN PARABLES, 12) so that ‘Seeing they may 
see and not perceive [conscious of], And hearing they may hear and not 
understand; LEST THEY SHOULD TURN, AND THEIR SINS BE 
FORGIVEN THEM.” — Mark 4:11, 12. 
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He also says — 


“ T AM THE DOOR. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in 
and out and find pasture.” — John 10:9. 


Our Lord Jesus makes it crystal clear — except to the likes of false leaders 
such as Oprah Winfrey who proclaims, “There are many ways to God. Iam a 
Christian who believes that there are certainly many more paths to God other 
than Christianity.” — “ I AM the Way, the truth, and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through Me.” — John 14:6. 


So, you either believe our Lord Jesus Christ — or you don’t! 


He makes it abundantly clear that ANYONE WHO “ DOES NOT ENTER 
THE SHEEPFOLD BY THE DOOR [which is JESUS CHRIST!], but climbs 
up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.” — John 10:1. 


There is no other way by which we can enter into eternal life! 
A Second Chance? 


Some may wrongly assume, “Do you mean to say that God is going to 
resurrect people back to life for a second chance!?” 


No. This is not at all what God’s living word says. 


(T%) 


Yet, our Lord Jesus Christ’s very word says, “’ Do not marvel at this: for the 
hour is coming in which ALL who are in the graves will hear His voice 29) 
and come forth.” God will raise the “unjust” dead — all those who never had 
enough knowledge or understanding to be responsible. Those who never 
understood the Way of salvation. And will, at that time, reveal to them His 
Plan of salvation for all mankind. 


Let us never forget, “it is impossible for God to lie.” — Hebrews 6:18. So, 
whatever the LORD our God promises can never be broken! 


His living word clearly teaches, “The Lord is not slack concerning His 
promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering [patient] toward us, 
not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.” — 
2 Peter 3:9. 
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God doesn’t want ANYONE - even those people who practice false religions 
— to perish. A loving CREATOR wills that “all should come to repentance” — 
but each one in His own time and way. 


Truly, God our loving Savior “desires all men to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.” — 1 Timothy 2:4. The apostle Paul going on to say, 
“For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man 
Christ Jesus, 6) who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time.” — vss. 5-6. 


It is imperative that the LORD God give men their first real chance to pick 
up their ears, and hear attentively just what the Spirit of God [which is Jesus 
Christ; see 2 Corinthians 3:17 - The Lord is the Spirit] has to say and teach! 
Of God’s Way of salvation! 


How!? 


By raising them from the dead to renewed physical life in a second 
resurrection. 


Yet, sadly, millions upon millions of professing Christians wrongly believe 
that when one dies in sin, that person is lost forever. A large majority, under 
a burden, feel as if they MUST preach Jesus to the heathen parts of Africa, 
Asia, Haiti, Puerto Rico and other parts of the earth — because they believe 
that if these heathens die in their sin, they will be lost forever. 


What is meant by “judgment”? 
Our Lord Jesus Christ says — 


(19 


. ‘those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation 
[judgment].” — John 5:29. 


The New King James Version still incorrectly renders this “condemnation.” 
It should be translated “judgment.” 


But what is meant by judgment!? Nearly all professing Christians woefully 
misunderstand. They tend to believe that “judgment” is only a time when a 
sentence is passed — like in a court of law. But this is not what is meant by 
“judgment” here. 
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Let us notice what the apostle Paul says in 1*t Peter — 


“For the time has come [beginning now some 1,992 years ago! ] for judgment 
to begin at the house of God; ...” — 1 Peter 4:17. 


But, what did he mean here!? 


He certainly did not mean that condemnation has begun at God’s house — 
the Church of God. 


No. What is meant is that the LORD our God is now judging true Christians. 
We are now having our chance — and we will NEVER have another, 


“For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted 
the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5) and have 
tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6) if they fall 
away, to renew them again to repentance, since THEY CRUCIFY AGAIN FOR 
THEMSELVES THE SON OF GOD, and put Him to an open shame.” — 
Hebrews 6:4-6. 


God the Father holds every true Christian strictly accountable for their 
actions! He is now judging every begotten child of God according to His 
living word! 


The “Great White Throne Judgment” 


So, the resurrection of the righteous will take place at the LAST TRUMP — 
THE SEVENTH TRUMP! - 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. The resurrection of the 
“unrighteous” or rather “those who have done evil” at the Great White 
Throne Judgment after the Millennial reign of Jesus Christ — Revelation 
20:11-15. 


God is love (1 John 4:8), God is great (Psalm 145:3), God is merciful (Psalm 
145:9) — not willing that ANYONE should perish. He wills that all come to 
the knowledge of His truth and to true repentance. 


Notice — 


“THEN I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face 
the earth and the heaven fled away. ... 12) And I saw the dead, small and 
great, standing before God, and books [Greek, biblos — meaning the Holy 
Bible] were opened. ...” — Revelation 20:11, 12. 
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This truly means that those raised from the dead at that time will have the 
books of God’s living word opened to their knowledge and understanding! 


“ .. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. ...” 


O’ praise our mighty and powerful LORD God! This truly means that the 
Book of Life will be opened so that He can add their names down when each 
repents of their sins, accepts Jesus Christ as their personal Savior, is properly 
baptized, and receives the glorious Holy Spirit! 


“ .. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which 
were written in the books. 13) The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and 
Death and Hades [the grave] delivered up the dead who were in them. And 
they were judged, each one according to his works.” — Revelation 20:12, 13. 


So, we see “the rest of the dead” (verse 5) raised back to life, standing before 
God to be judged — but not to be condemned. God will then judge the “unjust” 
dead just as He is now judging His own house — the Church of God. 


How awesome to understand God’s Master Plan From the Beginning! 
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The Church of Jesus Christ Online Ministries and our affiliated churches 
publishes many informative online booklets on a wide range of biblical 
topics. Three are listed below: 


What is the source of your religious belief? Does it come from the Bible, or 
man-made traditions? 


Who and What Is Satan? 


Here is the truth about Satan, and the startling proof about his final end! 


Just what is the Mark of the BEAST!!? Is it, as many claims, microchips, credit 
cards, or some kind of electronic currency!? Or does the Mark of the Beast 
spoken of in the Book of Revelation mean a something!? A literal thing!? A 
mark in one's right hand and on the forehead. 
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